
Summer
2021

~ Together in the Spirit we transform today’s vision
 into tomorrow’s reality ~ 

REALITY

Vision•You•DHS•Spirit

REALITY

Vision•You•DHS•Spirit

REALITY

Vision•You•DHS•Spirit

Office of Development/Advancement Daughters of the Holy Spirit
P.O. Box 497 • Putnam, Connecticut 06260 • 860-928-0891 ext. 148 • devofdhs@yahoo.com

We are your DHS Sisters
at St. Joseph Living Center and we Thank You

for being there for us over the years.

May God’s abundant blessings fall gently upon you and yours  
as you so generously share your love and your gifts with us.

Hello
 Catherine Sottak Cécile Cusson Cécile  LeBeau Claire Roland Poulin Claudette Huot Diane Gillis

 Clémence Croteau Eileen Smith Elaine Bolduc Gisèle Brouillard Irene Fortier Jeannette Richard

 Marie Gertrude Laliberté Pauline Champagne Mary Lou Smith Priscilla Blais Patricia Blais Zena Pereira



We Remember and Give Thanks
SR. MARIE ANITA  
LEGER, DHS, 
Called to New Life
As quietly and as serenely as 
she had lived, Sister Marie Anita  
responded to her Lord’s call to 
enter new life on January 31, 
2021.

Anita Marie  was born to Philippe and Aurelie Leger in 
Cocagne, New Brunswick, Canada on October 8, 1927.  The 
young girl attended Catholic Schools in  
New Brunswick before entering the Congregation of the 
Daughters of the Holy Spirit in 1957.  She spent her 
formation period in Putnam at the Provincial House and 
professed her first vows on July 2, 1959.
Sister immediately put her culinary skills to work at the 
service of the Province in Fairfield, CT and at St. Joseph 
Guest House in New Haven, CT.  She also ministered 
in domestic services at the Villa St. Joseph, a former 
convalescent home for the Sisters in Putnam, CT.  From 
the Villa Marie Anita moved to the Provincial House where 
she shared her multitude of talents with the Sisters in 
residence.  She continued to do this even after her official 
retirement in 2010 until she moved to St. Joseph Living 
Center in Windham in 2016 as a member of the new DHS 
community there.
Sister Marie Anita was known for her mild manner, her 
warm disposition and her prayerful dedication.  She enjoyed 
company and would always flash a winning smile when 
someone brought her a bag of spice drops.  Unfortunately 
Marie Anita’s frail condition could not fight off the effects of 
Covid 19, and she succumbed from its complications.
Sister was honored at a prayer service and mass at St. Mary 
Church in Willimantic, CT and she is laid to rest at St. Mary 
of the Visitation Cemetery in Putnam in the plot  reserved 
for the DHS. 
Sister Marie, your kindness and gentleness will remain with 
us always.  Rest in love and peace.

DHS Associate 
PATRICIA BOOTH 
CALZADILLAS 
Enters Life Eternal
Having led a life of dedication 
and service to others Pat 
Calzadillas, Associate member of 
the Daughters of the Holy Spirit 

on the west coast, entered eternal life on January 18, 2021 
in Merced, California where she had lived for the last half 
century.
Pat greeted the world on November 29th, 1935 in the 
bustling city of Chicago, Illinois.  She was one of five 
children , and her family moved to St. Louis, Missouri when 
Pat was in elementary school.  It is also in St. Louis that 
Pat met her husband Joe  with whom she shared her life for 
63 years.
Pat chose a nursing career, and everyone who ever came 
in contact with her attests that she was extremely caring, 
loving, compassionate and a true professional at all times.  
It was in Merced, CA that Pat came to know the Daughters 
of the Holy Spirit and quickly realized that their charism 
was the perfect match for her ideals and goals.  She made 
her Covenant as an Associate member on April 22, 1995.  
Nurse Calzadillas received many honors and 
acknowledgements over the years.  Pat humbly accepted 
each and every award stating that all her gifts and 
inspirations came directly from the Holy Spirit at work in 
her.  
Her comforting smile and her willingness to lend a helping 
hand  will remain with us as Pat continues to bless one and 
all from her new home with her Lord and God whom she 
served so faithfully through others.
Rest in peace, dear Pat, and know that your kindness has 
changed our lives forever.

DHS Associate Goes Home to 
Her Lord On May 31 
ROSE (ANTOSZYK) SCHEETZ said 
her final yes to her Lord and entered 
life eternal at 100 years of age.
Rose was born  on March 25, 1921 
in Monessen, Pennsylvania and was 

the sixth of eleven children.  Rose married her beloved 
Frank Scheetz in 1945 and moved to Groton, CT where he 
was stationed as a sailor in the US Navy.  The young couple 
remained in Groton and were involved in various kinds 
of enterprises.  One of their construction companies was 
responsible for renovating Sacred Heart Church in Groton 
where they were faithful parishioners over their many years 
in the area.
Rose was many things to many folks and served her family, 
her community and her church faithfully in many ways.  
Rose became acquainted with the  Daughters of the Holy 
Spirit and made her Covenant as an Associate Member in 
December of 2002.  She attended as many meetings as 
she could and never hesitated to share her opinion and 
encouragement with the group.  Rose was also a loyal 
patron of the DHS annual fund raising initiatives.  She truly 
loved her Sisters and always wanted the best for them.
Rose is survived by her 6 children and three generations of 
grandchildren.    Her wisdom and love were radiated even 
in her last days when, aware that life as we know it would 
soon change for her, she wrote: “You don’t have to cry.  Be 
happy for me.  I will be in heaven with my friends.”
A Mass of Christian Burial was  celebrated on Thursday, 
June 10th at Sacred Heart Church in Groton.  Rose was laid 
to rest in the Colonel Ledyard Cemetery also in Groton.
Rose, as your angels take you to your new life, we trust you 
will continue to share your many gifts with us.

PENTECOST 2021
On May 23rd a large group of Daughters of the Holy Spirit gathered at our Administrative 
Center in Putnam to celebrate the feast of Pentecost, the principal feast day of the 
Congregation dedicated to the Holy Spirit.

The Sisters met in the large hall (grande salle) where an appropriately decorated altar had 
been set up.  The Rev. Edward Dempsey was the celebrant of the Sunday liturgy while Sr. 
Marie Pauline provided musical accompaniment.

The Mass was followed by a superbly prepared dinner catered by Renee’s Bistro & Catering 
Service of Putnam and all the Sisters who attended from various parts of the State joined in 
endless conversation as if to make up for lost time caused by Covid restrictions.

The high energy in the room proved once again without fault that life is being renewed and 
that we are more and more grateful each and every day.

SURE SIGN OF 
SPRING/NEW LIFE

The 80 degree sun filled day of May 20th 
lured Sisters Gertrude and Janet to the small 
garden plots on the property of our Center.  
With visions of peppers and zucchini and......
the avid gardeners coaxed the parched 
patches to life as they gently hosed down the 
area and with their bare hands massaged the 
tired soil to prepare it to receive a generous 
dose of  natural fertilizer that would in turn 
enrich the earth that would welcome a happy 
variety of seeds and the promise of new life.  
And Mother Earth smiled on their efforts of 
love and hope.



IT’S ALL ABOUT PARTNERSHIPS 
When the DHS community of 4 Sisters at All Hallows in Moosup, CT had to vacate their residence/
convent for reasons of safety and health,  the All Hallows Council 270 of the Knights of Columbus 
came to the rescue.  Grand Knight Tim Boyd organized his crew, and they logically planned and 
expertly executed the “move” beginning with a thorough sprucing up of the former parish rectory, the 
Sisters’ new home.

One repair led to another then to another.  One of the major challenges was installing a chair lift to 
allow the Sisters to access the second and third floors, a feat that required ingenuity and outstanding 
carpentry skills since the staircases were not straight down but curved and closed in so that  the 
basic design had to be altered.  But succeed they did and the lifts were installed as the photo 
illustrates. 

Partial funding for the stairlifts was obtained from the Ray H. and Pauline Sullivan Foundation and 
from the Daughters of the Holy Spirit while the Knights picked up the rest of the tab and offered their 
personal labor of love and exemplary care for, as Tim puts it, ‘their Sisters’.

This project is a perfect example of what happens when YOU and WE and the SPIRIT collaborate to 
do good deeds and to TRANSFORM VISION into REALITY.  

If you would like to see the Sisters’ new home and to visit them, you may contact Sr. Thérèse 
Vanasse at 860 564-5409 or e-mail her at tvanassedhs@att.net  Come and see what true, faith-based 
partnerships are all about.  The Daughters are most grateful to the Knights, to the Sullivan Foundation 
and to all who lent a helping hand.  Our God is good, and YOU are the living proof!

September 18:
Annhurst College Alumni Reunion

September 19:
Jubilee Of Religious Anniversaries Mass 

September 26:
Putnam Catholic Academy Alumni Reunion

You May Contact 
the Development Office for Details.

UPDATES 
ET AL VIA ZOOM

Early Spring always finds the Sisters of the 
Province gathered for a biannual update of life 
in the province at various levels: membership, 
financial, spiritual, etc.  This year was no 
exception but the meeting was virtual due to the 
ongoing restrictions imposed by Covd-19.

So it was that on Saturday, April 10th Sisters, 
Consecrated Seculars and DHS Associates from 
the East and West coasts of the USA gathered 
virtually to pray, socialize and be updated on the 
latest in the Province as well as to participate in 
a presentation by guest Sr. Kathleen Deignan on 
Laudato Si.

Thank you to our benefactors who have helped 
us to assure that the Sisters all have access to 
a computer/I pad to share in such important 
events.  

CELEBRATING A 
SCORE OF SERVICE

To very loosely paraphrase Lincoln ‘One score and 6 
weeks ago’ a college professor went looking for gainful 
and different kind of work for the summer break.  What 
happened next initiated the longest summer break in 
recorded history and what has been celebrated as 1/5 
of a century at the service of the US Province of the 
Daughters of the Holy Spirit.

The original position entailed organizing and scheduling transportation services for the Sisters in 
residence at the Provincial House in Putnam.  That task grew to incorporate the coordination of 
receptionists and, in 2008, Françoise’s multi year background as administrator and financial officer 
moved her into the position of Director of Development/Advancement  for the Province.  

The Administrative Team recently held a simple and delectable Mexican style luncheon featuring Sr. 
Gertrude’s lip smacking  flan to honor the occasion.  

Words of gratitude and sentiments of mutual appreciation and respect were exchanged,  and there 
was an obvious understanding among all in attendance that this event celebrated not just a long 
summer job, but a ministry that  corresponds to an unexpected and surprising call from the Spirit.

So, as a ‘second score’  begins, Dr. G  says a special thank you to that same Spirit, to the  DHS Family 
and to all of you, our friends and supporters whom she has gotten to know over these years.  

TIMELY
REMINDERS

THREE NEW DHS ASSOCIATES
On Sunday June 13th three women, Diane Cooney, Sandra Mello, Paulette Wlaszkiewicz, made their 
Covenants as the newest Associate members in the USA Province.  

The women pronounced their desire to live a life of service according to the charism and mission of the 
Daughters of the Holy Spirit as they work with the Sisters and their fellow Associates to reach out to 
others in their daily lives and thus  live the Word of the Gospel as they share their gifts and capabilities 
with God’s people wherever they may be.

More information about our Associate program/branch and contacts on both the East and West Coasts 
are  available on our web site (daughtersoftheholyspirit.org)

The photo shows our new members (center) along with Muriel (left) and Pat (right), the moderators of 
the East Coast Associate Branch.



From our Director’s Desk
Dear Friends,

While most of us are still trying to wrap our heads around the “pandemic” and to grasp more fully what just happened, the poignant 
words from Desiderata “...for everything there is a season...” find their way into our minds and hearts as we strive to make sense of it all 
and to incorporate new realities into our lives.

Many of us have been shaken to the core.  To those who have suffered great losses we offer our sincere empathy and support.  We do 
firmly believe that life must and does go on and we find strength and comfort in walking side by side and hand in hand towards new life, 
light and opportunities.

We are particularly grateful for all who continue to respond to  our annual drive initiatives  with your kind words, prayerful assistance and generous donations 
in spite of your contending with what has become a ‘new normal’ way of life.  We are touched and impressed by your gifts that bring us nearly half way to our 
yearly goal of $80,000 for the ongoing care of our Sisters in retirement and the support of our non-remunerated efforts.  

I personally trust you will enjoy reading our newsletter and that the articles will clearly attest that our DHS Family continues to find joy in every possibility, 
to speak out against unjust and non-equitable behaviors and to applaud and collaborate with those who work diligently to “care for Mother Earth” and all of 
creation.  We always welcome your comments and involvement.

From all of us a gigantic thank you for your love and your affirmation throughout the years.  You are indeed a gift to us in so many ways.   
Our prayers accompany you and yours each and every day as you transform our Vision into REALITY.

Gratefully in that same Spirit of Transformation, 
Françoise G. Gauthier, PhD 
Director of Development DHS/USA
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~ Together in the Spirit we transform today’s 
vision into tomorrow’s reality ~ 

A VERY SPECIAL GIFT
While our Administrative Center was quite well equipped when we moved in 2 years ago, it did not have 
an altar or a table of the correct height that could be used for the celebration of mass and other liturgical 
services.

To the rescue came Sr. Gertrude Lanouette’s creativity and the blessing of her long time friendship with 
Ken and Lisa Perry.

Ken is an accomplished carpenter, and Sister remembered 
his offer to help in any way.  So, she let her fingers do the 
walking and called Ken to explain the situation.  There was 
no hesitation on his part.  He promised he would see what 
he could do and get back to her.  

The measuring and the planning all came together at the 
hands of an expert and the altar was created and hand 
delivered within a short period of time.  It has since been 
used to celebrate Sunday liturgies, funeral masses and 
prayer services.  We are all most grateful to Ken and Lisa for 
their very special gift to the Sisters and all members of our 
Province.  The alter is living proof again that ‘a friend in need 
is a friend indeed’.  God bless and keep you, Ken and Lisa!

DHS CELEBRATE EARTH DAY, 
CONDEMN RACISM
Zoom presentations, quiet reflection, discussions 
on justice issues with particular emphasis on racism 
marked this year’s anniversary celebration of EARTH 
DAY.  Readings on the environment and from Pope 
Francis’ encyclical highlighted programs for the day.  

Sr. Michèle Bisaillon, member of the greater Windham 
Interfaith Group invited the DHS FAMILY to share in an 
afternoon of hope by recalling that we all live on the 
same planet and are equally responsible for taking care 
of it for future generations.  Sister clearly stated that we 
are all intertwined and musut work together to save our 
Earth and Ourselves.  To be indeed pro-life means to not 
participate in any form of oppression of any one person 
or any one group.  

EARTH DAY is an appeal for all human beings to use our free will to 
choose life for our planet, life for all other humans and life in all its forms.  
It is only in allowing ourselves to be converted to this mind set that we can 
take to heart the words of Christ himself: “Love one another as God first 
loved us”.  This is the real game changer and the key to caring for Mother 
Earth and all of Creation.

DINNER WITH AND FOR SCOUTS
On Saturday June 5 the Daughters of the Holy Spirit in the greater Putnam 
area were invited by Grand Knight Mr. John Ryan (Cargill Council 64) to 
participate in a chicken parmesan dinner to benefit local Scout Troop 21 
in their efforts to raise funds to allow their members to go to Scout Camp 
this July.

The dinner was successful and 
coupled with an earlier spaghetti 
dinner and the sale of candy bars, 
the youngsters and their troop 
leader, Mr. Ryan, will be off to 
camp where they hope to learn 
and practice valuable  
life-improvement skills.  The 
Sisters were elated to participate 
in such an event and enjoyed a 
delightful Italian meal and the 
company of Scout Master Ryan as 
seen in the photo.


